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From the Editor
For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
2 Peter 1:21, NKJV
The Bible is not just another book on the bookshelf. It is the Word of God, the source for absolute
truth, providing norms of conduct to live by in this life and hope of life to come with Christ in the next life.
As 2 Peter 1:21 points out, God used human agents to transmit His timeless truths. These human
agents lived at a particular time in history and in a particular place. They were real human beings, like
you and me, but they spoke different languages than those used now. And their way of life was dramatically different than the postmodern, industrialized society of today. Therefore, when one considers all of
the above, it is no wonder as to why there is difficulty in understanding the Bible, difficulty in interpreting
it.
So, how can one resolve the tension that exists when trying to interpret this ancient, holy Word?
Our focus this month will answer that question. For starters, in order to interpret Scripture correctly, it
is essential to understand the nature of Scripture. As the Word of God, Scripture is sui generis, or “of a
different kind.” That is, it is unique. Let’s take a brief look at four unique characteristics of Scripture:
*The Bible is authoritative. This means that it holds authority in and of itself. The Word of God
is true and inerrant.
*The Bible is understandable. Even though the Bible had numerous authors and was written
over a long period of time, it has been written so that all who earnestly study God’s Word and
seek His Spirit for guidance can understand it.
*The Bible is necessary. The written Word is specific revelation that tells of God’s activity
throughout salvation history. The Word is necessary for knowing the Good News of Jesus
Christ.
*The Bible is sufficient. This means that Scripture sufficiently states what God intended for His
people in biblical history and what He intends for His people today.
Once an understanding of the nature of Scripture is arrived at, then we are able to use consistent
guidelines to properly interpret it. First, it is important to establish the text’s original meaning for its original audience. Try reading the selected passage for study in a number of different translations to get a
feel of how translators have handled it. Then, ask the 5 Ws and Hs—who, what, when, where, why, and
how. Use trusted Bible commentaries, dictionaries, concordances, historical resources, and articles that
remain faithful to a high view of Scripture. Popular books like R.C. Sproul’s Knowing Scripture and
Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart’s How to Read the Bible for all Its Worth are good places to start in
your new journey of biblical interpretation.
Every good preacher knows that before he finishes his sermon he needs to answer one question that
is on everyone’s mind: So what? That same question needs to be asked and answered by the interpreter. After the text’s original meaning has been established, it is important to discover how it applies to
us today. A believer should not only read and study the Bible but also obey it and put it into practice.
Pray to God for guidance so that what you read and study can be applied correctly today through the
power of His Spirit.
In His Service,

John R. Kennedy, Editor, ACTS
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Mind the Gaps:
What to Watch Out for When Reading the Bible
Jerry Griffin

Every time a subway train pulls to a platform in the belly of London, a recorded message repeatedly warns passengers, “Mind
the gap. Please, mind the gap.” The gap, of
course, is the narrow space between the
platform and the train that passengers must
step over when getting on and off.
Whenever we read the Bible, the same
warning should go off in our heads: “Mind the
gaps. Please, mind the gaps.” The gaps
here are those between our world and the
world of the biblical text. The one is familiar
to us, the other less so. That’s why the
Bible’s content is often a puzzle to us. Some
honestly admit, “After I read it, I’m not sure I
understand what I just read.” Gaps in our
understanding are preventing us from stepping over the threshold between the two
worlds. So, to help guide our steps, let’s take
a look at some of the main gaps that we must
be mindful of.
First, there’s the language gap. The Bible
was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek—three ancient languages with very
different structures and idioms than English.
For example, have a go at interpreting the
following verse. It’s written in the style of the
earliest Greek manuscripts—all capital letters with no spacing between words.1

Does this mean we have to become
Hebrew and Greek scholars to understand
the Bible? Not necessarily. That’s why we
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have English translations. Yet, even the best
translations can’t convey all of the nuances
and wordplays present in the original languages—hence, a gap.
Hebrew and Greek aside, a language gap
can even be present when we read an
English translation, especially the venerable
King James Version, whose vocabulary,
style, and idioms are almost 400 years old.
The KJV’s Elizabethan English may have
communicated well in 1611, but it is foreign
to many readers today.
For example, in 1 Peter 3:1, the apostle
advises wives how to win their unbelieving
husbands to the Christian faith. The King
James renders the advice this way:
“[Husbands] also may without the word be
won by the conversation of the wives.” This
sounds contradictory. How can wives, without saying a word, witness to their husbands
through conversation? Doesn’t “conversation” involve words? Yes, it does by our contemporary definition. However, in 1611,
“conversation” didn’t refer to one’s talking,
but rather to one’s conduct, which is exactly
what Peter had in mind. Unbelieving husbands are to be won over, without a word, by
the godly behavior of their wives. It’s a silent,
rather than oral witness. The reader of the
King James Version today must be careful to
“mind the language gap,” or he may end up
with a meaning totally opposite to what the
biblical writer and the translators of the KJV
intended.
Second, be aware of the historical gap.
We are separated from the original writers,
readers, and events of the Bible by a great
distance of time and place. About 4,000
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years have passed since Abraham cooled
himself under the terebinth trees at Mamre.
Nearly 2,000 years have come and gone
since Peter cast his nets in the Sea of
Galilee. Needless to say, the world we
inhabit has changed substantially since biblical times. As a result, what was once common knowledge about daily life and religious
practices among people when the Bible was
written may barely be known today.
What can a person living centuries from
now know of the full impact that the
Watergate scandal had on America’s social
and political scene like those of us who were
alive in the early 1970s? Perhaps no more
than we can understand what Jerusalem’s
water gate signified to the returning exiles
under Ezra and Nehemiah in the fifth century BC? The historical gap offers a real challenge to the Bible interpreter that goes
beyond the knowledge of mere facts to the
emotional and motivational factors that
impacted the lives of the biblical characters
and original readers.

White House reporters watching televised Watergate address by
U.S. President Richard M. Nixon, April 30, 1973.
To cite this page:
MLA style:
“Watergate Scandal.” Online Photograph. Encyclopædia Britannica Online.
16 Jan. 2008 <http://www.britannica.com/eb/art-13234>.

Also, the historical gap exists not just
between the modern and ancient worlds.
The Bible story itself spans several millennia,
and during that time there were many social,
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cultural, political, and religious changes. It’s
a mistake to assume that these elements
remained constant from the patriarchs to the
apostles. The historical times of Jacob were
not the same as those of James, nor of
Joshua or Jeremiah in between. Just as
today, changing factors and forces altered
the lives and perspectives of each generation.
For example, the Old Testament closes
knowing nothing about the Pharisees and
the Sadducees. Four hundred years later
when the New Testament opens—boom—
those two groups suddenly appear on the
page, dominating the religious scene. Who
were they? Where did they come from?
What did they believe? Because this was
common knowledge among the Jews in the
first century, the Gospel writers mention little
about it. Yet, we are left in the dark, wanting
more information than the thumbnail sketches we receive.
A third gap to watch out for is the cultural
gap—the significant differences between our
modern customs, beliefs, practices, and
everyday life-styles and those of the ancient
societies in the Bible. The predominant cultural influence during the Old Testament period was that of the Near Eastern, Semitic
world. It was spread throughout the Fertile
Crescent, but centered primarily in
Mesopotamia—the area known as the cradle
of civilization. In the New Testament we
encounter a different cultural influence—that
of the Greco-Roman world with its western,
Hellenistic (Greek) orientation. Though Jews
in the Old Testament and Christians in the
New were at home in the larger context of
their cultures, they often found themselves at
odds with cultural elements that were contrary to their religious convictions.
When reading the Bible, we must take care
not to distort the meaning by placing our own
cultural grid on the text. For instance,

5

American culture values individualism. We
stress individual rights and freedoms.
Therefore, when Paul writes in 1 Corinthians
3:16, “you are the temple of God,” we tend to
think in terms of the individual—that each
individual Christian is a temple of God. Paul,
however, was speaking corporately, as the
context and use of the plural form of “you”
(“ye” in the KJV) indicate. His point was that
the whole church community, the body of
believers, was God’s temple.2 The cultural
gap, in subtle ways, can mislead us, if we’re
not careful.
Finally, we need to be on guard for the
philosophical gap. The ancients’ outlook
on life and their understanding of what made
the universe tick differ from the modern
worldview. Because of our scientific and
technological advancements, we tend to be
more matter of fact, rational, head-over-heart
in our explanation of things. In the absence
of scientific knowledge, the ancients, on the
other hand, were more philosophical, poetic,
emotional, and heart-over-head in their
description of the cosmos and life’s apparent
mysteries.
For example, Psalm 148:4 speaks of
“waters above the heavens.” Because water
fell from the sky and the sky was blue, the
ancients believed that a vast reservoir of
water existed above the heavens. Today we
know there is no sea of water in the sky, but
to the psalmist it certainly appeared so. And
he spoke from that phenomenological perspective, that is, he described a natural phenomenon, not in scientific terms, but in the
only way he could—as it appeared to the
naked eye. We still use this kind of language
today when we speak of the “sunrise.”
Scientifically we know that the sun itself
doesn’t actually rise. It’s the earth spinning
on its axis that gives the appearance that the
sun is moving. We must, therefore, be cautious about pressing biblical passages too literally and reading more into them than what
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the worldview of the original authors would
allow.
Bridging the Gaps
So, how do you bridge the gaps in understanding between the Bible and yourself?
Half the battle is in recognizing the gaps in
the first place, and then by reading the text
with the biblical worldview in mind rather
than imposing your twenty-first century concepts on the text. This improves your
chances of stepping over the gaps and into
the sandals of the biblical figures.
In practical terms, the following diagram
offers an easy way to visualize the bridging
of the gaps, which is just another way of
referring to the process of interpretation. The
process involves two basic steps: listening
and applying.

Step One—Listening: As the interpreter,
you must first “be quite” and “listen” to what
the text is saying. To “be quite,” set aside
your presuppositions, and don’t impose your
world on the text. You cannot understand
what the original authors had to say if you
are doing all the talking. To “listen,” let each
aspect of the text speak to you from its world.
This means defining and understanding all
words according to the biblical writer’s frame
of reference and context, not your own.
It also means being aware of the text’s historical, cultural, and philosophical settings

February

2008

ACTS

and viewpoints. After you have thoroughly
listened to every word of the text, and only
then, may you proceed to step 2.
Step Two—Applying: In this final step,
you take all that you have learned from listening to the text and then honestly evaluate
how it might relate to your own world. In
other words, how does the text inform your
personal, religious, historical, cultural, and
philosophical settings? In step 1, you discover the Bible’s point of view. In step 2, you
make appropriate application to your situation.
But Watch Your Steps: Don’t be like most
people who skip step 1 and jump ahead to
step 2. They may quickly scan the text, but
don’t really take the time to listen and hear
what the text says—to let the original message sink in. This short-circuits the whole
process, and they essentially end up where
they started—reinforcing their own presuppositions rather than letting the text speak
from the past.

(Continued from page 10)

Finally, the task of allowing the original
words and intent of the biblical authors to
come through is especially crucial if you
believe the Bible is God’s Word. You, above
all others, should take seriously the admonition to handle the text correctly—to not add
to or take away from its original meaning. So
“mind the gaps,” and strive to bring out the
tenor of the text, rather than reading in your
own ideas. After all, what is the point of
reading the Bible, or any book for that matter,
if you carelessly bypass, distort, or otherwise
miss what the author had to say?
Jerry Griffin is the former director of Summit School of
Theology.
He writes from Broomfield, Colorado.
Copyright 2007 by Jerry Griffin.
Endnotes
1 This is the Greek text of John 1:1.
2 The sole verse where Paul does imply that each
Christian’s physical body is a “temple of the Holy Spirit” is
in 1 Corinthians 6:19. But even in this verse and in the
surrounding context, all of the words for “you/your” are
plural in the Greek. Paul’s point is that the individual bodies of believers comprise the one body of Christ
(1 Corinthians 6:15).

The Holy Scriptures offer many more
blessings that go way beyond the scope of
this brief article.

The benefit of “know-how” in applying
God’s Word to everyday life issues affects
thousands of believers in countries that are
The Word gives assurance of results and
less fortunate than those in the free world.
increase. The Holy Scriptures work effecThere are hundreds of thousands of
tively when applied in our lives.
Christians attending churches in these
countries. These men, women and young
“So shall My word be that goeth
people have given their hearts to the Lord,
forth out of My mouth: it shall not
read their Bibles and pray. Many have
return unto Me void, but it shall
been blessed by discovering how to live in
accomplish that which I please, and
a dynamic relationship with Christ which
it shall prosper [in the thing] where
goes far beyond merely following religious
to I sent it” Isaiah 55:11.
rules and participating in religious rituals.
This provides the blessing of spiritual
enlightenment and freedom within an envi- Jim DeFrancisco writes from Indiana. All verses are from
the KJV unless otherwise noted.
ronment that is not free in itself.

i Note: Within this article, God’s law and God’s Word are
considered synonymously with the Bible.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Jesus is Christ
John R. Kennedy

An interesting development has occurred
in the history of world religions. Other world
religions have capitalized on the familiarity of
Jesus and have included Him in their belief
systems. In Hinduism, for example, Jesus is
considered by some to be an avatar, or incarnation, of Vishnu, the preserver force.
Muslims, like Jews, believe that Jesus is a
prophet. However, and unlike most Jews,
they accept His virgin birth, because it is
recorded in the Qur’an. Many Buddhists
claim that Jesus was an “enlightened one.”
And among New American Religions, that is,
those religions founded in North America
during the past 200 years, there is an incredible amount of diversity regarding Jesus’
nature, identity, and role, though Jesus plays
a central role in most of those faiths. Within
the New Age religions, a number of beliefs
circulate about Jesus in a faith frequently
blended with a variety of eastern teachings
and practices.
It is important for a Christian to note that
one of Satan’s tools is to mix truth with lies.
Through this blending of beliefs, Christians
who aren’t equipped in the Word are susceptible to these false beliefs about Christ. On
the upside, however, Christians always have
the opportunity to share the truth about the
nature, identity, and role of Jesus Christ.
The truth about Jesus Christ has been
revealed in the Bible, testified by the power
of the Holy Spirit, and experienced in our
personal relationships with Him.
Jesus is “Christ,” the Greek equivalent for
the Hebrew “messiah” meaning the “anointed one.” The concept of “anointed one”
comes from the Old Testament’s tradition of
the act of pouring oil over the head of a
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newly inaugurated king (See I Samuel 10:1;
16:12-13). Simply stated, Jesus is the chosen one through whom salvation is made
possible. He is the King of Kings, not simply
a king.
So, what should our response be when the
world attempts to redefine Jesus?
“But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear.”
—I Peter 3:15, KJV.
The bottom line is this: What we do with
Jesus makes or breaks Christianity. As C.S.
Lewis’ trilemma asks, “Is He Lord, Lunatic, or
Liar?” Well, is Jesus the Lord of your life?
This, of course, is answered by more than
just the beliefs we possess . . . it is also
answered by how we live our lives. Beliefs
are important because they determine how
we think and act. However, if we have all of
the right beliefs but are not changed people,
what good are those beliefs? Therefore, it is
not enough to call Him Lord, but we must
submit to His Lordship. And by this proclamation, God’s Spirit transforms us into new
beings, changed beings becoming more like
Christ and less like our old selves.

“And Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”
–Matthew 16:16, KJV.

John R. Kennedy is the Editor of ACTS.
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Benefits of Studying the Bible
Jim DeFrancisco

O how love I thy law! it [is] my meditation all the day.
-Psalm 119:97

Why would the psalmist make such a hope and encouragement during times of
bold statement? Love the law?i Meditate trial just as John did at Patmos during
all day? Sounds a bit exaggerated. But severe persecution:
wait a moment. What is going on here?
Let’s look at some of the feelings behind
“Blessed [is] he that readeth, and
the enthusiasm of the psalmist.
they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things
The law (Torah) means instruction and
which are written therein: for the
enlightenment from God. He expressed
time [is] at hand” Revelation 1:3.
such a level of love for this that he would
meditate on it constantly. And meditation
We are given wisdom and understandcan be active or passive, so it could be ing relative to our salvation through the
done while working as well as while rest- Holy Scripture. Timothy was reminded by
ing. Also, reflection on the commandments Paul that from his childhood he knew the
of God put one in the position of consider- holy scriptures, which made him wise and
ing God’s position regarding all activities. lead him to salvation through faith in Christ
The psalmist knew the secret of wisdom Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15).
and understanding. He knew how to gain
Through the Holy Scriptures, we receive
light along the path of life. He knew that
this way of life would lead to blessing. He training . . . we receive teaching . . . we
receive instruction . . . and we receive corgrew to love the light and its source.
rection, in areas that matter most, so that
What a blessing it is to have the Holy we can be completely equipped for fulfilling
Scriptures and all of the resources and our purpose in this world and the next.
freedom to use them. We have all heard
“All scripture [is] given by inspiration
how those before us struggled to make the
Holy Scriptures available to the common
of God, and [is] profitable for doc
people. Today our bookstores and the
trine, for reproof, for correction, for
Internet are flooded with Bibles and
instruction in righteousness: That
resources for Bible study. How blessed we
the man of God may be perfect,
are. But, we often also become complathoroughly furnished unto all good
cent in the midst of blessings and we may
works” 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
take the blessings for granted.
The Holy Scripture provides a wealth of
Let’s look at some of these blessings source material for stories we can share
more closely.
with our children and grandchildren. Also,
for adults the above scripture reveals a
We receive direct blessings including vitally important truth. To benefit from Holy
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Scripture, we must be willing to put aside
our ego and be trained, corrected, and
instructed by the Holy Spirit and then
respond by corresponding action. We
must be ready to put aside false ideas and
sinful behaviors.
The Word is our light.
“Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path”
Psalm 119:105.
The Holy Scriptures give evidence of the
true Messiah – the Christ.
“Search the scriptures; for in them
ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of Me”
John 5:39.

The Word provides healing and health.
The psalmist sings, “He sent His word, and
healed them, and delivered [them] from
their destructions” (Psalm 107:20).
Keeping the Word in your heart gives life
and health:
“My son, attend to My words; incline
thine ear unto My sayings. Let them
not depart from thine eyes; keep
them in the midst of thine heart. For
they [are] life unto those that find
them, and health to all their flesh”
Proverbs 4:20-22.
“He sent His word, and healed
them, and delivered [them] from their
destructions” Psalm 107:20.
The Word keeps us from sin and keeps
our actions pure in God’s sight:

The Holy Scriptures lead to cleansing
“Wherewithal shall a young man
and holiness. Jesus makes this clear as
cleanse his way? by taking heed
recorded by John: “Father, Sanctify them
[thereto] according to Thy word. . .
through thy truth; thy word is truth.” – John
Thy word have I hid in mine heart,
17:17 (translated from the Aramaic
that I might not sin against Thee”
Peshitta version). Paul discusses the relaPsalm 119:9, 11.
tionship between man and wife as an illustration of the relationship between Christ
The Holy Scriptures give us hope and
and his bride (the church) and illustrates
comfort.
how Christ cleanses the church when he
states in Ephesians 5:26: “That he might
“For whatsoever things were written
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
aforetime were written for our learn
water by the word . . . .”
ing, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have
hope” Romans 15:4.
The Word gives peace. Psalm 119:165
tells us, “Great peace have they which love
Thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”
How important this is today when there are
so many conflicts and ways that people are
offended.
(Continued on page 7)
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Rocky Terrain
Devon A. Blackwood

“For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may
endure for a night, But joy comes in the morning” Psalm 30:5. NKJV
Like big storms, trials come and go. And
although these stormy trials beat vehemently upon our soul when they come, there is
great calm once they clear.

Nature teaches us that atmospheric
storms, tornadoes, and hurricanes can
appear suddenly, as if out of nowhere, often
destroying everything in their path. When
they attack, these storms are fierce and merciless, resulting in unbelievable wreckage.
And despite the best efforts of skilled meteorologists, sometimes they come without
warning and catch everyone off guard.
In the aftermath, when the wind has died
down and the damage is assessed, families
have been ripped apart and scattered about,
many are left homeless, and most have no
choice but to stumble around trying to find
their personal belongings. People walk
around in disbelief, faced with welding back
together the shattered pieces of their lives.
Although tests and trials are an inevitable
part of the Christian path, they can shake our
faith, particularly when we can’t escape
them. God gives each of us our own unique
tests. Some of us may suffer unbearable
social dilemmas. Others might face lengthy
marital problems or infertility. A young child
or teenager who has lost parents to death
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might be forced to grow up being shuffled
from foster home to foster home. A Godfearing parent may have a child born with a
physical or mental deformity. A saved
woman might be obligated to spend the rest
of her life with an unbelieving husband who
doesn’t understand her faith. A normally
healthy person may be diagnosed with a
long-term and possibly fatal illness. And an
honest young man may be falsely accused of
an appalling crime and sent off to prison for
years. These are real life scenarios, hard to
cope with. They may involve severe emotional, physical, and/or spiritual challenges.
Many of us, understandably, deal with troubles poorly. After years of one test after
another, we may find ourselves on the verge
of a nervous breakdown when the smallest
setback confronts us. Very often we collapse
and fall apart. By this time, we feel like giving up. Our tolerance level is low. We say,
“I want out,” instead of relying on the Lord to
help us get through the storms of life.
Sometimes we grumble too and become
unappreciative, wanting only good times in
life and not wanting to face any kind of test.
In contrast, others grow through trials. And
Scripture shows us many who have gone
through tests and trials, triumphing in the
midst of them by putting their complete trust
and confidence in the Almighty God.
What makes the difference?
No realistic person would deny that trials
exhaust us and slow us down. But when we
go through them in the power and strength of
the Lord, we learn how to cope. He gives us
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grace to sustain us and the will to endure.
When trials come, it is a true test of our
Christian character, not—as some may
think—an attack designed to break or terrorize us. Trials are intended to increase our
faith and confidence in Jesus Christ.

Wrong Perspective,
Right Perspective
When people facing
trials exclaim, “It’s that
old devil. He’s got a hold
on my money, on my
children, on my job, on
my health, etc.,” they have the wrong perspective. If the devil is involved in our trials,
it is only with God’s permission. But in realizing this, never doubt God’s love for such
people. There is a purpose for what they are
going through.
God brings us to the test in various ways:
some will face a fiery furnace as Daniel’s
friends did in Babylon; some will lose material possessions, as Job did; some will go
childless, as Hannah did for a time; some
may be wrongfully accused of sexual harassment, as Joseph was; some may even face
persistent suffering, beatings, and hunger, all
for the sake of the ministry, as Paul did.
When we endure trials it makes our testimony strong and we become a valuable example to people who know us. To get through
trials we must wholeheartedly believe that
the Lord is our strength and shield, our way
maker and our great deliverer. The same
God who puts us to the challenge also gives
us the tools we need to battle on to victory.

So, what is the
right perspective?
What do we know
about
why
Christians face hard times, and the role of
tests and trials in our growth as Christians?
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We know these things:
All Christian believers will face trials.
God gives the necessary grace to
sustain us.
We are purified and matured in the
process.
God has a perfect purpose for us
even in trials.
Jesus Christ Himself faced and over
came His tests.
Trials are an inevitable part of societal
and Christian life.
Prayer, fasting, and sanctified living
do not exempt us from trials.
Trials will either strengthen or weaken
our relationship with God.
When we wait on the Lord He will
deliver us.
When we endure we win others to
Christ.
You probably know several people who are
currently facing tests and trials of one form or
another. Some cope with their trials in ways
that leave us inspired. Others seem to go
through one thing after another, walking
through life with an attitude of defeat. You
may well ask yourself, “Why is he going
through that again?” Perhaps you wonder
why God is putting him through the extra
tests. We won’t always understand God’s
purpose, but we know He has one.
On the other hand, sometimes trials are
consequences of choices people make.
Mistakes and mishaps can occur along the
way because of our own lack of judgment,
impulse-ridden action, and/or stubbornness.
When God says, “No premarital sex,” and we
do the very opposite and conceive a child,
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it’s not God’s fault. He does not test us like
that. Yes, temptation might have come to
play, but anyone could escape it if they really wanted to, as Paul wrote to the
Corinthians:
“No temptation
has overtaken you
except such as is common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the
temptation will also
make the way of
escape, that you may
be able to bear It” I Corinthians 10:13.
God did not put Eve or Adam through a
test or trial when they listened to the serpent
and ate the fruit. When God says, “Do not
steal,” and you steal the next-door neighbor’s vehicle and get thrown in jail, it’s not a
test or trial. These are action-based decisions and God is not the author of confusion.
That is why when God speaks we must be
careful to listen and to be open to instruction.
When we listen we will have fewer problems
(but don’t think we will be problem free).
So, we must avoid trying to make decisions based on impulse in our relationships,
sexual life, employment, financial affairs, or
other major areas. Imagine trying to keep up
with the “Joneses” who just bought a gorgeous five-bedroom home, capped off with a
brand new luxury SUV. Suddenly you want
the same thing too, and pressure yourself to
get a hold of these material goods by any
means necessary. You max out your credit
cards, borrow a huge loan from lending institutions, and start working two extra jobs to
keep up with the high monthly mortgage and
SUV payments. Sooner or later you reach
your breaking point and cry out to God for
help. In church you ask the pastor to hold an
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emergency church fast to bail you out of your
dilemma. You think God has singled you out
for the trial of the century.
Other situations like unhealthy, erratic, or
gluttonous eating can affect us too. Later on
we come down with all sorts of bodily infections, obesity, or physically handicapped
conditions and we ask God why He’s putting
us through this trial and tribulation. The
intention here is not to be insensitive but to
convey the right message about trials. So
then, in order to fully understand tests and
trials and to appreciate the challenge when
they come, we must be aware of the difference between what I call the “God-allowed”
and the “self-induced.” From the practical
scenarios described above, there are very
clear differences.
Wisdom and understanding come from
God who waits on us to seek Him in all
things. Looking to Him first for guidance is a
positive step, as Solomon writes in Proverbs:
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding; In
all your ways acknowledge Him, And He
shall direct your paths” Proverbs 3:5-6.
Earlier I made mention of Hannah, Joseph,
and others who suffered in the name of God.
These people show us how to endure and
end up victorious when trials come our way
too. The faith of these individuals was not
shaken; they did not doubt God even for a
moment; they never grumbled or fretted.
Instead, they continued in whatever role God
had placed them, whether to preach the
great gospel of the kingdom, minister to the
sick and the downtrodden, or help the helpless. They were a blessing to others even in
the midst of their own pain, something so
hard to do at times. God wants us to reach
a stable point in our lives where we take the
time out to bless others and to focus on
someone else’s needs even while we suffer
problems of our own.
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Real strength comes from ministering to
others and not focusing so much on our own
needs. When we do that, we unconsciously
minister to our own soul and gain new perspective, which we can apply to another
day’s journey. Obsession with our own situations can be discouraging. It is easy to
become intolerant and withdrawn. We feel
better about ourselves when we take the
focus off us and put it on someone else.

have I not found favor in Your sight, that You
have laid the burden of all these people on
me?
“I am not able to bear all these people
alone, because the burden is too heavy for
me. If You treat me like this, please kill me
here and now—if I have found favor in Your
sight—and do not let me see my wretchedness!” Numbers 11:10-11, 14-15.
Moses did not enter into Canaan (the
Promised Land) because the people grumbled. He was only able to see it from afar off
when God showed it to him. We must be
cautious that external things don’t distract us
from our spiritual goals in life.

Tests and trials are like the wilderness
experience. A person might see no way out.
He might become convinced he’s at a standstill in his life. It becomes easy to look at
things from a pessimistic point of view, especially when bad things keep piling on—one
after another. Moses experienced this kind
of frustration. He got fed up with the whining
and complaining of the children of Israel,
especially when they blamed him for things
he didn’t do. He got to the point where he
just wanted to give up. One day he found
himself having a heart-to-heart talk with God,
who had called him to bring the people out
from slavery in Egypt. Moses had become
angry and resentful and thought that God
had set out to punish him when the people
screamed and wept that they didn’t want the
manna cakes but wanted fish, cucumbers,
and other things:
Then Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, everyone at the
door of his tent; and the anger of the LORD
was greatly aroused; Moses also was displeased. So Moses said to the LORD, “Why
have You afflicted Your servant? And why
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Devon A. Blackwood is the author of the book Planted By
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He and his wife, RoseMarie, are members of the Shiloh
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Currently, Devon A. Blackwood is in
the process of writing a new book
called My Season, which is due by the
summer or fall 2008.

ACTS asks: Please describe your
upcoming book.
Blackwood: My Season will be a
tremendously enlightening, interesting, and captivating book. Essentially,
its chapters and concepts will explore
the blessings of Almighty God in the
lives of believers and the awesome
miracles that He demonstrated in
Hannah, the man at the pool in
Bethesda, David and Goliath, Rehab,
Jericho, and Job, etc. Pages of this
book will portray a very real depiction
of how men and women come to experience seasons in their lives, their
perspectives on how these seasons
strengthen and shape their relationship with God, and the plain truth
that God has a perfect predestined
plan for everyone of us.
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